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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 3066 
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TAGS: PFOR, AS 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM'S EUROPEAN VISIT STILL 
PLANNED BUT COULD BE CHANGED 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF MAY 22 DFA (FRANK COOPER, 

ASST SECRETARY, EUROPEAN BRANCH) SAID THAT PRIME MINISTER 
WHITLAM'S PROJECTED TRIP TO EUROPE, INCLUDING SOVIET UNION, 

IS STILL BEING PLANNED FOR APPROXIMATE PERIOD JUNE 15-JULY 15, 

BUT IT IS NOT FIRM AS YET. SOVIET UNION AND EAST GERMANY 
HAVE NOT YET CONFIRMED DATES (MOSCOW IS TO BE FIRST STOP). 
COOPER SAID THAT AS FAR AS HE KNOWS THERE IS NOTHING TO 
PRESS ARTICLES MAY 21 THAT WHITLAM EUROPEAN VISIT WOULD BE 
SHORTENED TO TWO WEEKS, THOUGH HE WOULD NOT EXCLUDE POSSI- 
BILITY OF SHORTER VISIT IF ELECTION RESULT IS VERY CLOSE. 

HE ADDED THERE IS ALSO NO SUBSTANCE TO PRESS REPORTS THAT 
WHITLAM MIGHT VISIT ISRAEL DURING COURSE OF TRIP. 

2. COMMENT: SEEMS CLEAR THAT WHITLAM EUROPEAN VISIT WILL 
NOT BE DEFINITELY CONFIRMED UNTIL RESULTS OF AT LEAST HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTION AVAILABLE AROUND MAY 30. EVEN 
IF LABOR RETAINS OFFICE WITH SMALL MAJORITY (WHICH WE THINK 

IS MOST LIKELY OUTCOME), WHITLAM MAY COME IN FOR CONSIDERABLE 
CRITICISM FOR HEADING OFF TO EUROPE ON VISIT LIKELY TO BE 
REGARDED AS ONLY OF MARGINAL VALUE TO AUSTRALIA WHEN 
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WITH SMALL MAJORITY) ARE CLAMORING FOR ATTENTION. 
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